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order of the world, in the belief that it was accomplishing
great deeds; now it was clear that all these great deeds
had been nothing but the ephemeral creations of the spirit
of adventure; in a few days everything had collapsed,
leaving only an immense abyss which was swallowing up
a part of mankind. It was imperative to resist the attraction
of this abyss, and to construct across the great void an
order wherein men might live again as men, without being
a constant prey to fear, as they had been for a quarter of a
century; a fixed point had to be found in a terrifying
and perpetually changing world. And the unfortunates
who were condemned to this forced labor of reconstruction
were all out of breath. But they had been so ill-prepared
for the task, by the twenty-five years of adventure they
had passed through! In order to be constructive they
needed courage; and all of them were seized again from
time to time by the old terror of France, revolutionary
and Napoleonic Francel
On November 25, Talleyrand wrote to Louis XVIII that
two days before-probably at the great carrousel-he had
reproached Castlereagh with the way he had been manag-
ing things for the past two months. Castlereagh had an-
swered: "I have always thought that when one was in a
league one should stick with it" Talleyrand added in
comment:
He consider himself in a league. This league is certainly
the result of treaties made previous to the peace. Now, how
can he be expected to agree with those whom he admits he is
leagued against? The other members of the league or coali-
tion against France are in the same position. Russia and Prus-
sia expect only opposition from us, Austria may desire our
support on the question of Poland and on that of Saxony;
but her minister desires it for those two matters less than he
fears our intervention in the others.
Th,e four allied courts, having each some reason to fear the
influence which France might exert in the Congress, have
. naturally united, and they fear to approach us when they